
Chart 1: Unauthorized migrants living in the United States, 1980–2005

Source: Adapted from “Unauthorized Migrants: Numbers and Characteristics,” March 7,
2006, http://www.pewhispanic.org.

Chart 1 depicts the trend of unauthorized migrants living in the
United States from 1980 through 2005.* The trend line in the chart
records a steady growth in that sector of the population for the last
twenty-five years. Since the mid-1990s, that population’s growth has
been meteoric. It is important to note that the apparent decline dur-
ing the late 1980s was actually produced by legalization measures that
removed many immigrants from the unauthorized population count
but did not decrease the actual number of immigrants in the country.
Current estimates put the total unauthorized population living in the
United States at 11.1–12 million people. These people are a primary tar-
get of the U.S. transient servitude program. 

Chart 2 offers more essential information about this target popula-
tion by identifying current unauthorized migrants in the U.S. by coun-
try of origin.
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*This article draws heavily on demographic research developed and published by
the Pew Hispanic Center (http://www.pewhispanic.org), which is widely recognized for
its validity and is used to formulate U.S. immigration policy.
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