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the majority of the off-the-books workers. At the same time, while
many individuals, both natives and immigrants, participate in both
economies, these dual roles should not be allowed to obscure the dom-
inant role of undocumented immigrant workers in Los Angeles’s infor-
mal economy.

The Economic Roundtable study substantiates the dominant role of
undocumented workers in Los Angeles County when it addresses the
question of how many workers in the informal economy are undocu-
mented immigrants and which industries employ them. Based on U.S
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) and Census 2000 data,
the Economic Roundtable estimates that undocumented immigrant
workers make up 61 percent of the informal labor force in Los Angeles
County and 65 percent in the city. Census 2000 data also establishes
that while there are sizable numbers of Asian and Middle Eastern im-
migrants in California, the vast majority of the immigrants residing and
working in southern California are from Latin America. 

Chart 2: Estimated Percent of Undocumented Workers, Top 20
Industries, Los Angeles County, 2000

While the proportion of undocumented workers in the informal
economy of Los Angeles is truly remarkable, where these workers are


