
a peculiarity of the United States—its corporations and govern-
ment—rather than reflecting conditions endemic to capitalism itself?  

Figure 1
Changes in Carbon Dioxide Emissions During the 1990s

(1990=100)

Source: U.S. Department of Energy, Energy Information Administration, International
Energy Annual, “World Carbon Dioxide Emissions from the Consumption and Flaring of Fossil
Fuels,” Table H1, <http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/iea/tableh1.html>. 

Here it is useful to look at the record of carbon dioxide emissions
from the burning of fossil fuels for the United States, the European
Union and Japan over the 1990s (see Figure 1). In April 1993 President
Clinton declared that the United States would stabilize its greenhouse
gas emissions at 1990 levels by the year 2000 by relying on an array of
voluntary measures. Instead, during the 1990s U.S. carbon dioxide
emissions from the combustion and flaring of fossil fuels increased by
12 percent from 1,355 million metric tons of carbon equivalent
(MMTCE) in 1990 to 1,520 in 1999. (Carbon dioxide emissions from
fossil fuel use currently account for 82 percent of total U.S. greenhouse
gas emissions.) During the same period, Japan’s carbon dioxide emis-
sions from fossil fuel use rose by 14 percent, from 269 MMTCE to 307.
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