
languages, religious traditions, and patterns of cultivation and land own-
ership. A narrow stratum from among the high-caste Hindus command-
ed the army and administered the state. They appropriated the econom-
ic surplus as taxes, labor services, and rents, and established clientele
among the various ethnic groups. These semi-feudal relations have per-
sisted until yesterday, and are constitutive of the monarchy. 

Nepal

Given the formidable barrier of the Himalaya, the foremost external
influence upon Nepal has always been from India. At the start of the nine-
teenth century the recently unified Nepal fought a war with the British,
who at that time ruled India. The war was terminated by treaty in 1816,
leaving Nepal formally sovereign but dependent on the British Raj. The
ruling feudal families provided hill peasant boys from the various au-
tochthonous ethnic groups as soldiers of the British Empire, for whom
they were paid so much a head. These were the world famous Gurkhas. 

After Indian independence, the new rulers of India sought to replace
the British in exercising a semi-colonial control over Nepal, with mixed
success. In more recent years the United States has openly and covertly
intervened in Nepal, most visibly with “advisers” to the Royal Nepal
Army.

A revolution in Nepal has, in its tenth year, now triumphed in more
than 80 percent of the country. Its immediate goals have been the de-
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